[Determination of brain death].
We present diagnostic criteria of brain death determination that were determinated by physicians based on physical signs, "tests of death" and confirmatory tests. All standards required by Polish law are also presented and discussed. They are compared with recent guidelines published by American Academy of Neurology. Confirmatory tests that are not required by law in Poland are also emphasised. They appear to be of great worth for cases in whom physical signs cannot be reliably interpreted. The aim of this article is to present how the definition of death was being changed for the centuries and what kinds of requirements the law in Poland needs at the beginning of the XXI century.